The following case is of double interest. In the first place, it concerns a patient from whom comparatively large cervical polypi were removed at the third month of pregnancy; and, in the second place, it is of interest from the fact that the cervical tissue entering into the structure of the polypus had undergone a decidual change. The clinical particulars are as follows:?
The following case is of double interest. In the first place, it concerns a patient from whom comparatively large cervical polypi were removed at the third month of pregnancy; and, in the second place, it is of interest from the fact that the cervical tissue entering into the structure of the polypus had undergone a decidual change. On careful examination it is found that the watery escape into the tissues is associated with changes of considerable importance. It is found that, in the process, the cells have been spread apart, and the appearances would at first sight suggest that there has been mechanical expansion of the intercellular spaces dependent on a fluid escape in response to an increase in the intravascular tension.
On examination under a high-power lens it is found, on the other hand, that the appearances all prove that ive arc dealing with a protoplasmic change that has resulted in an imbibition of fluid. We can make out that the intercellular spaces correspond to completely closed-in fluid spaces, and throughout we can see dropsical accumulations in the proto-plasm, which has become swollen and split up into fluid chambers separated by fine cytoplasmic films (see Plate, Fig. 2 ). The appearances are amenable only to the explanation given above.
The changes just noted in these polypi have been described in full by one of us as a constant alteration in the uterine mucosa in menstruation and in early pregnancy, in both of which conditions we have a diffuse protoplasmic change tending to lead to an imbibition or dragging of the blood from the vessels. It is changes of this kind that are responsible for the alterations in the endometrium by which the early ovum is furnished with its blood supply.1 Space will not permit there was no evidence of their existence early in pregnancy, and, whilst it is impossible to say that they had developed dc novo during the pregnancy, there is every reason for the belief that the pregnancy had at any rate stimulated their growth.
The Glands and the Epithelium.?As we have described above, the epithelium of the gland spaces and on the surface is of the cervical type. The glands are clearly undergoing an increase in their numbers, and in places are distended in a cyst-like fashion, the cavity being occupied with a homogeneous faintly-staining secretion. There is, however, an absence of the marked glandular increase associated with the typical cervical polypus. Another point of interest is found in the fact that the surface of the tumours has in places assumed a definite papillomatous change. In Fig. 1 is seen 
